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Deur Preacher:

I nnderstand some of yonu appreach this cemimg Faster Sunday with trepidazion.
This may noronly be heeanss some of von find Faster to be the mesr ditheulr preach
ng day of any vear Nor is it beeanse Fasrer Sunday falls earlicr in 20723 shartening
the time between packing up Chrisemasride shemes and readwing tor Lent and Hely
Woek, Rather same of you are alieady apprehensive about preaching Easter Sunday
Bacause we are nat bk o poraed. And we are oot sure that we will ever be back 10
normal.

We huve participated in these discussions of normalioy. Duringe Lhe severest
strewch of ime of the COVID-1Y punderme, we were comnseled on many tronts thar
we must adapt ta & new normal: more pandemics an the horizon, derailad supply
chains. ceennries unable o right themsalves, and <hat all e Inszes and all onr
gricts wanld change us farever. Some af us had rever beea through times quits as
¥ing as those intense pandemic monshs (hat stieiched 1o vearsh, and we were dis-
coveriug il e indivicluals, we would never be thie sutne. We coped difTzrenlly with
these stressors and travimas.,

‘Then came the muerder of Georze Floyd on May 23, 20240, paivarzng mlhons.
Many of us whites heesme aware, 821t tora first ime. that BIPOC identifizd-peraens
live wizh the eenszant simmenng thicat ot vinlencs thas cmipes (at the mosr benizn
and mundane of daily activirics like changing driving lanes) because of racially mo-
tivated violence against them. The names we read and heard like those ol Trayvon
Martin, Bresoune Tuylor, and Philando Castile new cease being colepgorized as 150-
lated deaths but are revesled W be the violent warp and wert of the whale melly
woven eloth oF onr netiom.”

The vast and deep polineal wound of the nation finally gaped npen, cripting
with vitriolie spaceh and actions poured as into the wound like sals Armed persons
in brash and ficakish dress assembled, and so many ol these feless, adapline lactical
“stack™ Zormation, stermed the copital building oo Japuary 6. 202 1. We must udd
his the ever-lenetiening list of mass shoulings: in o grocery store, a mevie theatrs,
and elementury schouls, Mourmimg Lhe death of v 3= o0 many, bt the desth of the
littlest unes....

The pew moema! includes these eollostive traumas and more, This romembering
iz what thase ntus in minisey touch on again and again, naming these wuths for ous
selves ror purpnses ot pasrarz! care and as a reality cheek, Is wall tue? ave we wuly
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aadl o eaclure all this? Yes. the pandemic fractured local. natienal. and iaternational
spvemance, Simmering anger und lear spilled eut in general public incivilily und
on social media. Heighteasd anxicry and desperation make ftor waketul nighrs and
imereased crime as we paced ol neve wars that conlinue uld wars, identifable nuclear
threars, sehisms m charches, 3 volanle markerplace, increased coses of living. and
tlueaded through it all. the vitviol and brutality of racism. As | write, 2022 draws w
il close, and more than ever thess recenl vears feel like o bad dream. a nightmare,
annther twelve months of terrars te <oep at bay. More than ever pastons ars working
in wridage manner, attending ro the most dire simations withous time to arrend 10 all the
1est. As a result, pastors Jfucus oo what needs w happen ot a lucal level” Munbia-like,
we say o one snother the poetry of Wilham Yeats:

Things tall apart: the eennee cannot hald:

Mere anarchy is luosed upen the world,

The bluod-timmed hide is lnosed, and evenywhere
The ceremeny of Inneeenas is drowned;

The vest lack all conviclion, while the worsl

Ade [ull of pessionate inlensity.”

Thi centre cannot hold. " he centre 15 not helding.

In the midse of the pandemic, the ward fwdyadite found prominence, YSome
are using the word Joaveaod 10 describe our tme! the varest, the mstability, the very
Bleering ef much that seemed normal for commeice and lite.™ Livned caplured the
sense of being w e midst of great flux without a way forward. “Limioality. used
this way. lucuses on describing e ‘betwixl amd between® as 1ol pormal. . . as a lime
el chues."™ The word named our realily: the center was nul hulding; sverything was
unszble.

But {aisced means mare than chaos, Originally it deseribed a place and time of
rranstormation that invalved bath an undoing et what came before and an intentianal

o forming reward semething new. The sthnogapher Arnold van Genaup gave the
world this word. and hie meant it 1o Jesceibe the middle of three siages in a riwe of
passupe.’

The liminal state, w s classical anttuepelogical usage as referring w lite off
sis riluel passaees, lur example lrom buyhoud W maniwed, s always cleardy
defined both lemporally and spatially: there s o owey into liminality and o way
ot ul it Members of the seciety are themselves aware of the hminal state: they
«now that they will feave it saoner or later, and they have masters of ceremony
w0 gnide them shrough rhe rimals®
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Durings the pandemice, some people found affinity with the concept of limmality
bacause it captured the pandemic sense of deing adritt. of unendiog vnknowing. aad
world-weariness {eanuil. Accunding W Bjuin Thomassen,

Compared e iminality in nitosl passapges, ove evident differences appesr when
the enncepr is applied to large-3cale siniatians of whalesale callapse: (13 the
future is inberency nnknown {as oppesad o the intiand whose personal lunin-
ality 1s sUll Tramed by the continued existence of his home sociely, awailing his
re-integratien): and (27 there ane no real masters of ceremony, since nobody has
gone through the hmnal penod before”

These comments offer eritical msights for the church and our leadershi: the
pundermic and the soctets] caumys we must navigae (which are chronic} are instane-
es nl fiminalin-as-inkeromt wkwowing. "1 he sPanderaicPagtoring reporr reters to
the wark of educanonal theorist Dehorah Kerdeman, who speaks of pastars and lay
leaders being “pulied up short™ sines we'd pever been ducugh times fike this and
didee’t koow whal 1o do." All of 1his ts eue.

And yel the origmnal mezming of the word 15 vital, Limimalily names & tme and
pluce of ransfonuabion. Llsewhere | have wnten about our bantismal liminality.
thut Christians have @ paricular conmecion wath limemality as wee e out onr hap-
tiams our whole hfe long, growng m Chrise™® The puneahar moment of haptiam
IMIeEres us into @ particnlar liminal mode ot existence: “af thas baprusmal dearh and
that baprismal made ot decoming,™ Whereas some traditions speak of erowing in
Christ as hwliness or Sreosss, my fadition speaks of sapctlication, This is “cruwing
i Lthe likezsess and image of Chirisl.™" Bapedvna! finiinaling is he joumey or process
of Christememhic rowlh ol each Christiun's hle unlil our Geath in Chrisland 1tis a
mark of o corporate denaty in Chrise for the e of te world, Davad Willis sevs,
*Thns human beings bezome nesw heings, are enntinually in the process af bacoming,
new beirgs, as they are ealled ont at their propensire ta chaos and nathingness and
given a new identity w God's reconciling purpeses.”™”

Acrucial aod centzal aspect of Tuninality, when used s way. tncludes e unde:-
stunding thut hminal passage s #or a place or Ume one eatered nt alone. There was
alviavs o rusted cuide wha know s both e ware i and the wor: oo Paslors are exect-
Iy those trusted puides. | he pastorpreacher. as one wha 15 alsa hecoming-im-( arst,
15 o mrosted gide. e pastordpreacher not only sccompanies us m our liminaline
{(as a ®llow hman) bur is ane whase woel &y ta point the way farvard,

Drear Preaches we nesd this suidance,

[

[ow, then. W preach Dais year lur Caster Suncley? Given all the laumas. the expe-
riences of inherenl instabilily, wha should be preached this veur Tur Casler Sunduy?
Of course preachens readimg s esauy represent distineove seclesial commitments
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and live our a vartiety ol preachiog uditions. Thit saidd, one irmge cepeatedly comes
e mind when T dink abnul preaching on Faster Sunday insuch opendad times,

What | sec in my mind’s ove is the preacher, the minisier, standing graveside and
leading hat Jinal pazt of a funeral service, proclaiming resurrection. ©am mvoking
u pasloral memory. Inomy mind’s eye, | see myself ssanding r the head otz freshly
dvg grave, 1aving arrived from the faneral Dwhether fuseral bomwe or churcil. The
body has beer provessed o the grave, Now ae hove amived at the place of burial,
the place ol commiial.”

I'hs 13 a poignant moement ameng all she stations of the fuactal Now the cas-
ket i3 elosed, 1he cermelesy greunds’ Keepers lizeer vn the vulskicls of the cincle of
moumers waitiig w bean their work lowering the cusket and Alling the space with
sorl, nesthimg the deecasad inmo the somb of the carth, The mousness way add dist oo
alten the minisier casls dict on the ciskel at the wosds “eerth W earth. ashes o ashes,
dust e dusl” evohing Genesia 2:7.

I'he praveside serviee is the qire of burial and sheretore the rite of our final goed-
bye in 18 presence of the body ol the decessed. The (ioality ol theiz deuth is belors
03, aadl the HDoaaliiy ol our ewn death s belore us,

It ts o this fraught moment. al this final gathenng. juse betore the body sell be
lowered mtn the womb of the carth, that che monister daclares the seriptural witness
waat s a part et'sn many church traditions and has beest declared over so mauy graves
for 3o many centuries. I awm 1he resvrrectivn and (ke life. Those who believe in me,
even hougl they Sie, will live -, 7 (John L1:25),

At that mement we ¢eclate the core essence ol what the church Bas we suv: res-
arrection i the Gwee ol death. The wonds inmy puster’s faneral service boek are not
Uit was Gud’s will™ vr “lhey aie belter olf now " ur “death i o nutural part of hfe”
or “let us celebrate s person’s e but instesd sturkly, plamly, ¢learly 1 am the
reswirschon and the hie™

It soemg (o e that this asraunding moment is jusr what pasters mim to and dras
on wher prepariag o preach for Easter Sunday. Lo thus vepr ol var Lond 2023, iU is time
1o tonesily acknowledee il ve are preadfiime o vraveside service on Laser Sunday.

T think abewt preaching graveside vz Taster is not o new imags. Preachess oflen
aestuie 1o ke wive vz Caster Sunday. Dut we reler W Lthe empuy grave. the lomb thet
nu lunger contains Chost Jesas, The grave of Easter morming 18 vacated space, an
enpiy loimnb siEmfving viclory.

i s not what | mean by graveside preaching. | mean tnstead shat ministers
Fave dane eontury atrer cenmiry, in every corner of the globe. to mauer the season,
and no matter the canse of death We stand gravesidle willy the decsassd belors us
while proclaimming e foolishness ol Geith: T am the resurmection und the Life,” wu-
daciously. slarkly, boldly prociairming resumrschion 1 the prosence of death.

What is distinctive shoul tns image for Faster Sundey presching® 1t daes nor
deny death or the poswver of death’s sting. It docs nar aim o make people foel happy
lo1s not replete with hearr-vaarming, stories of 3004 ovrcomes, It does not wll people
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ey ouelt w leel glad, I does ot pretend like our life of sufennes and songgeles
are non-gxistent. |t dost not erase pam. incignines, vieleres, or oppression. It ac
knowledges with Martha at Lazams™s grave that death “stinks™ and that this death is
OCrVasive. an ever present rot in ke worlkd 1Jobw L1290

My buditivz aceepls the ereation ul the worid by Guod as onemal blessedness—
the created nutursl world and humans dwelhmg togesher, all things in karmany, And
vet forssking God and torsaking (od’s wavs not only defames humans Lot the pal-
ural order as well, Another way 10 sav this is (hat God ¢id not create a savceed sphere
and a pratape sphere, .2, church versus world. bul all was created and called pood
(G 11 AL was seaed. Aad we prufened 1L Al wiss goud, And we prolanec ik All
was Iarmomious, And we profaned 30 A0 was i balanee. Acd we profaned ik he
wages ul sinis death™ {Romans 6:230.

Lo aan mnean thal our Laster sermons are & hitany of the decay of the world
and of the lile that G has goven. | do mean that hearers at' the word recognize
thew reabiy and are nor asked @ pretend that sagir Dwes are pedteet. content, void
af difticulrics, but instead that the decay ol hings areund us and the embs o vur
pains and stuggles and sullernes are exactly Qe wombs addressed by the prescher’s
prosuancerne ol of Good News, Lhese things o not huve the last word, Phese thines
will not have the Tasl word. Chirisl came umong us B restore the world and ratse us
ko 1 fe abundant mnw, Even mine the posver of resumrsction is unleashed in the world,
and the Spanit of the Risen Chrest g makng all things news. Not new things, “it all
thnps news. In a pastoral serman, St Gregary the Theologian savs,

Yesterday | was crucified with Chuist: weday [am glesilied with [Tim. Yesterdoy 1
ied weith T woday Tam given e with Thm, Yeslerday 1 was buned wics Him:
Loday T rise again weith T Let us make recopmiten af air own diznity, And
lel us mve henoer te Huim in whess hkeness we sre made.”

Easter proclamanon i3 standing in the presence of dearh and decay and proclaim
Ing resurreetion,

This i3 the good news that caused [Ollowers ol Claist 1 he eucly centuries w
visk persecution and gsalber togeiler: “Clristtuns mesl because ol the resurrschon
ol Chuisl. srvand the resurrection ol Chrisl.”™™ This weekly keeping of Lhe doy o
resurrection is allestad Lo serinture and in the prachice of corly Chrsbans. "The
followers of Jesus guthersd every Sunday w anld fase this goed and bfe-changing
news: that Jesus nt Nazarerh was nat cead bur risen a8 he promised, ali-prwerfinl in
the face at death. Preaching repeatedly rearients us again and again fo rhis realiry, o
this world-vies,

O course there is wuci W say sbout thus vie word, yestorection. lesl il be repealed
like o cliche. It is ol a sirple word: iU centains. rther, many Tivers olmssaing. Recull
the songs and hymmos that we sing al Laster and nebice bowe o vanely of phrasss sod
imagres are needed o aroculats the eosmrie rnge of peod news conimed in that ene
weord, We need more than one wors or e image tn sey what *ssurnection means.
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1o v spovse’s chureh tradition, an Orthedox church, ang particular song sum-
murly announces the news ol resurrecion: “Chrisl is risen rorn the dead. wrampling
down death by death, and on those in the tomb bestowing lite,™ This i3 the werding
ol their paschal fuparicn. one ol e ematic songs lor Pascha/Easter.* It suceinet
Iy says several things st ence: Death s nol what God wills Tur us, Trampling down
death by death means that God dics in order to kil off the pasver of death once and
Lo all. God eaters lnside the very powers of death and so destrovs its power, Dath in
Ciod ninwe becemes o passage o life (Remans 6). Gud's Bls-rniving power exlends Lo
those in the tombs: we ars all canght up s life-hestowing ace nf the nsen Chrise
Gad is about e lite. and this new lite is for us all now:,

The Lastern Church’s paschul poparion speaks directly ol death and of the deed.
I'he gony dees not maore sutffermg and death, it doss not only spesk of joy and tn-
umph, oot it pointediy connects these realities, Resuriection always speaks fo the
tnb-like realities of sulfering, ol death, ol sin because the resurrection 1§ insepara-
kly related w the suffering und death of Jesus Chnst. Resurrection cannol mean jov,
rrinmph, and relsase tram suttering as it'all sorrew and grict s torgorren or erased.
To speak Lor sing) of the 1esurrection of Chuist alwavs wacludes his passion and <leath
us he is raised feoon death tmeanize in relation it and is caised in spife of sullering
anct death.

Scripture tells us that his rizen form included the very wands of s suffering
and dying, This is ta say that the wounds, which visually and tactilely mark sticr-
ing and dzath, remain present in his reseriected body (lohny 20020) The deep and
abiding juxraposition ef the one raised from death still bearing the wounds af dearh
cenfirms hat his wsurection contiaves W held cur woundedoess, our sullerings.
wndd cur death, It dues pol pretend they did oot bappen. Tn his resucrection Clicist is
sl cluser w var sullerizes wnd Gealh thun ver vwn breath, There 1s no place that we
van o where e has nol been, even sulfering and the grave. The crucified-msen One
anlds the losses and oanmas and griet of onr ves and, &5 his hody (i.c., the church
as the bady ot Christ), we cach hold the wounds of onc anather and of the warld !
writes Gatl Ramshaw, And in all of this, we trost Gaod 1a be the one whn makes all
things new (Rev, 21:5)

Dear Preacher: each week vou guide us lwough actions of worship that are wi-
crocostas of our baptisud luminalily, lurning vs [rom cur vwn womwbs of deuath aod
decay and lurnisg Wowhe wee ure us restored beings in Chinal Tur the Iile of the world.
Ar Gordon Lathrop aavs, “The wiping sweay of tears has beoun in e resumection,
arud that bepmmng is washed ever us in haptism. God's grace for the workd is washed
over us, and we are made a wimess of the coming,”™

*  You lead us in our bapuismal arowih eacl week as we conless our sin and
accept the ol ol he assurince of pardon.
* You lead us 1o renounce the powers of death and decoy thal Jugmenl,
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disintzerale. and estranee vur lile logether i God.

+  You lead us o exercise our haplismal idenbity g5 we pray interoessions
and act tor nthers and e lite of the waorld.

= You lead vs o be nourished ar tae Lord™s rable so that we can be bread
and cun for the asedy world.

*  You lewd us as ones changed 1o live as sslt and hghl

Dear Preacher: you are onr pnsted gude as we grow i the likencss and image
of Chuist. You continually show us that weighod dowa though we are, there is a
way Jorwand. which is w bust cur tree e o the Choe who s The Way. You boldly
prociiiin resucrection sz new lile so bt vur eves way [ocus on Ihat horizoa, and
we live il iere and nove, You Jzed us willy his pood news each weel. You Lelp us
see how weekly worship actions wre intenss il muments whe we tucn Irom the
ways of death and decuy in the world and luen w who we are as reslorsd beings in
Chnst for the hife of the weorld. Your preaching 15 world muking, a counter-proupusal
ta all evidence at hand. | kear Preacher: be of gond conrage botaise yai are given
poveer 1o stand graveside. proclaim resurreetion, and call us terth from our tambs for
the life ol the world.
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