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Dr. Victur Draw s a professer at the Deke Schoel of Medicime and recent Pros-
idene o the Natinnal Academy of Medicine. Under hiz leadership, The Academy
launched the “Grand Challenas in Healthy Lengevine™ The purpose of this araad
challenge 15 1o wicentivice aedical resencl: wo exlend huaz lile span while keepine
el hatses anl beuriog loss, pot (o menlion weak beurls. [rot eroding gunliy of L.
To age and mawsain bealth, accendiug e D, Deou, will “andock e voporiunily of
aging.” Bul [he buldest among them are nel inleresied injuast lacking on o lese years,
They are convinced that science can maks death votivnzul.

[n 24017, there weas o fundraiser e benefit Healthy Longovig 1 was held outside
of Lot Angeles m Norman Lear™s hving ronm. Serpey Bom and Lamy Payge wore
there, They are the co-tfounders of Gaogle, Jeit Bezos, the fmnder ot Amazon, was
here. Like (he vich man who came wo Jesus askiog “whal el Tde w Btherit ¢lesnal
Life.” the rovm wis jurumed with pewerful folks wod Holywoud elillersii. all want-
ing o learn o seisntsls he secrets w living forever, usedoed servers cincied the
roott weith delicioas hnger fouds. Guldie Huwn asked aboul glutathone. 105 an an-
toxidant that proweets mitochonadria, Seme call 1t the “Credd moleente.” e Inon Yin
donated rve mullien dollars tinm hes healtheare hedge Snc. Yun stated thar aging s
like a code in the fuman genome. The cade can be hacked, he tald an cnthusiastic
crowd, aod Ywe cant ead agog lurever ” De Aubrey de Grey. the chiel seience ullicer
ol & Silicon Valley ressch foundation, asserls we cun relou] vur biologe and sty
in vur bodies forever. Dr. de Grey dossn'Lexpect e hve long enuigh o switness ths
step kvward immortahis, sn he bas el nstroctions o be frozer m Sgord mitregen and
thawed when the technolery w achicve immnrzliny 15 availahle.”

I have preached ennugh kasrer sermens thar the seards “erernal 1™ are not
farsign to myv vocabulare, but 1 have o sav, this quest e live fefever sounds Hke 3
tertible ides. T all Lur eatendizg Life span a bil, but e Wea of wakiog Jeuth uplivse-
al 15 terrilically Toolish, Addressing fnilude is nol vur grzalesl concern. Addiessing
our sin 15 o far greater concern., As haman beings, we ars beauaful. but wlse aroken.
As commumiaes. wee heve moments of compassion. fuimaess, and grace. but cvery
commumey also practices mjustice and exclusion. Ihe promise et resorreer'en i3 nnt
aimply a lifs that docs nor ond, bar rarher a lite thar is transformed. That transrorma-
tion will nor be fultilled vatil the dead are raised and all are weleomed nto God's
promised day. but 1he weapsloimalion begius nov. Resvrection is ol simply about
cetting us inlo heaven: 10Us aboul getting a litde heaven e us. TTowever, i vou are
stepping v e pulpii this Cester Sunday. vou alrsly know thal anmidst the sum-
pes and arema of hlhes and the wuste with which even imfreguent worshippers =ing
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“Jesus Chuist is Risen Today,” the Tulks who Ol your pews weill 2o doubt lesl thal
with the world as it 1s, the smpact of resurection 18 a hit restrained. 'The dea of sim-
plv extending lile eternally o this world is not gocd newes. We don’L need more Urme:
we need 8 better us. So, as yon speak of Gus resormected Chnist, what will you say?

Onee upon 3 nme, the love of (Grad Frved in skin and breathed the same maleenles
ol alz that vou and T breathe wxlay. Ths leactkung leli lstensas slack-jawed with both
wonder and fear. He had a talent to whip up a feast from almost anthing, He would
car with anyene, which made the polished telks more than uncomtorable, He was
koown at least once w come through to a big way when the wedding of o liend ran
oul ol wine, e made seme rends who wonld be willing we tuke a bullet for im,
or at feaar that’s what they thought. Bot he also made serious enomies, particnlarly
among people witly power. e rode 2 donkey into 1he city as crowds laid 2 areen car-
petwith pals: ronds, while they held “Tesus Tor President” signs. Tor the powers that
he, that wis the last straw. He weas killed m horrible and humihanng fashion. When
he breathed his [ast his broken body was buried. But when she world put him in the
eround. God raised e up. As Mazl tells it sume guy in prelly snappy dress said the
risen e was going o Gahlee. The Lasler message wus not simply Lhat Jesus, once
desd. 1a noww alve, but just as importantly, “he 15 gomy ahead of vou™ His frends
weere called “foallowrers” O Faster, the fallowing cantinues, I 1 understand the rext,
he's 2oing ahead o lead us 10 a better vs. But looking at us, we must conless the
wnpacl ol resurcsclion rermins a bit medest

To oy miod and pieiy. Mok is both the humblest aznd braves| resurreclion evit-
eelisl. IT= has lold us everything be knvws o tell ol the Jesus story. Batl wlhen he hus
tuld us everything he knows aboul Jesus, he wries thatilis jusl “the deginning of the
voue news ol Jesus Christ, Sun ol God"™ (Mark 1) What else could 1 he? 117 lesus
15 ently wlive, and Mark believes heis, then the only part of the Jesus story Murk can
rell 5% zhe begmnmg.™ Mark tells his sy and then hands rhe gospel pen ta the next
gencration and o the nexr, 1o continne the parative of how the resurrectod Christ
lives tna new day. The bunden ol every preacher is knowing thal this eospel pen is
now in her honds.

Where do we poml e resurrection in our duy an these days when dernocracy
15 attacked. i these devs when Puiin 1s resurrecting nuclear threats, i these davs
when community after commumity 1s foreed o rebuild as ancther finod. fire, or stomm
or' the century leaves neighlorheads and sametimes whele communizies wiped off
the map, in these days when folks whe identity themselves as followers of Jesus
Juninish the humaoity of heir peighbor, speaking of e ool at huwans but as “a
pulitical aeende”™ Tn days such as these. the londship of Jesus Clhiristis seldem obyi-
ous. FHiwever, we should not lose perspective. There kuve been better days, for sure.
There have else heen worse days, 2o douht Bur these sre our davs. and the gospel
pen s m o hands. .. 8o what do we say?

No danths there will be some who wondear *Is it oo™ 'l contess, thar is not
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my sl gueshion. In the last eighleen years. Thave ollicialed muere than SO0 services
hearing witness to the resurrection. some for peaple | barely knew. but nhers in-
cluded my own father. as well as many o my congregation whom [ have loved Jike
Lamily, Tronically, aviel hias been my seswrecltion teacher T Lave walcha] ordinary
peeple love one anotier wilh @ heartbresking love. Grisl comes becanse there s
4 persistence ta lnve, With us, Inve dnest™t always say the right thing and dosan’t
alveays de the right thing, bus lave holds an, I ave decsn’t die, which is why death
1§ so damz haed. [ helieve we Jove like that because the God who made us loves like
thart. Resurrsclion is relivble because God is love, and love Lulds on. The love ol Gud
suuply refuses o erant deail e power we pud us lrom God.

Bul resurrsclion s nel just the promise that life does:Otend. 10is the promise hat
fis 1s being made ripat. 10 not the veraeity of resurmection thut 15 hard o wddress:
iU's the mndesty of resumrection. Resurrescton leaves a mther humhble fingerprnt on
the wearld. This "ance upen a time”™ story of Jesus that mcludes miracles, social trans-
tormation, and the sesureestod lite of' a dead man could read like 3 tany tale, with enc
fuge exception. Fairy tales always end with “and they all lived happily ever aller”
We dont OF course. the fullness ol resurrectiva will be knewn al tie end. But Jesus
1 raisad loday? Su, resurrection, ke Goul ssell engages us ina batlde wilh fusces
miuch Targer than we are, Transformation never cumes sasily.

While net & commnr text for Easter. the finst parshle that Jesus told offers a clar-
g ward. 'he Pamble afthe Snwer 15 a hysrerical story thar tellz of a farmer with
e mastunusnal theory etagricuimre, This sower a;:spcar; 0 by paid tor distriburion
rather than harvest, She sows gospel seed anywhere and evervwhere with reckless
abandon. Thers 15 no place 1his sower won't uew seed. The peint is ¢leur suough:
crere 18 me circumsanee inowhich we should lose contidencs in tos seed. The seed.
of course. 15 not an ides or even o docteme: 10s love, Bul. as the swory gues. mos:
o ir tails. Love s choked enr, seorched, even withers away. Bur finaliy, there 15 a
nir of goad soil, and that 13 enough. The seed produces a areper erap thirmy, sy,
hundredtold

That’s 1he way Mark tells i Mauhew, o2t 1he other hand, edits 1his parable in
one interestiog way. Rather than the Darvest going up and up and up. Maukew says
the harvest s hundred, sixty. thirtelfold 17T understend tie texd, Matthew wants us
Lo puy attenaon W modesL viclories, lesser guins, Snmstimes the victories ol ove are
mmindest

Ovver thirty years age. | gota call lare on a Friday evening. “Rev. Are, we need
ta see you. 1% cur mariage.™ 1 3aid, YOfF enurse. | kave time remenras.” She saod,
“Excellent. we will be at your oftice at 7:30 7 [ the moming?

I oot o weining peesoi. T koow ot hee are those who soring o Tile with e
nsiie of the sun. Bus mvsell T thiok in Gud’s prorsed day thers will be about three
memings 4 week, They shouldn's be banned aliegsther. bul havine one every day is
overdoing L Nevertheless, | rose with L alorm, On the wuy o the church, 1 stepped
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lora bucket ol ceffee. They were weatbine forme when Lamved. | sad. el me whar's
going an.” She said, “We aren’t anything alike. We bave such dillerent expectations
ol Tt “Suy more abual that™ Tsail. “Well, for example, we woke up last Satarday.
I asked, “What waonld von like o do wday™ He didn™s immediaciy wespond, 1 was
rhinking wec might wosk o the vaed betore i gets wo Lot Adler we mow e Tewn, we
could plant Hawse shrebs T houzht on Tessdos. Then you could heng the new ceihing fim
wehile M ut the grocery store. 'hen we enuld paint the parea swing; 1've pickad a nice
seatean green. Ot conrse, we doe’t want to work all dav, so I thoveht we could drive
et 10 the beac amd lake o loug walk. Do inner peave, and vz the weay back we could
stop for lunch, But that's jus! me,™ she sand. “Whar would ven like to do today?™ He
sand, 1 was hoping ta get some cottos.” “Coftes!™ she saws, “Thats ™ “Well. it's a
st Y That's all you wanl out ul e day® Just culles?” “You see our problern. don'l
vou Reverend? T leoked sl my cofTee.

I ised w0 he like her, exeept tor the love of morning. 1 used to be convinced that
my business would bring wanslosmation. ] usted build it and they will come, seize
the duy. ke no prsvaers. on w victery, thirty, sixey, hundredfeld. It Jesns cenid
bring the kingdom pear, we enuld hving it fiere” Bot aver time, my sypeetations have
maderared. We as poople ot 5aith simply do not have the influense we once assued
we held, Time bas favglt we thal ministey Is awt alwavs oy, sixty, hundred. .
someinnes il s hundesd, sixey, thirts, ten, ive, Uhe church s not always lostm woen-
der. leve, wnc oraiee. Surnetimes see are ust lose | think Marthew senuld underseand.

Lhers ure amazing thnes thar happes in and thraugh the chureh. Semermes
ke harvest s hundredteld. Jesus s Lovd, and he is nsen indocd, and sameatimes the
church 18 where dhat s ¢learest, Bur like him, we 3601 live in Herad’s world. The eff
mate is changing, and herwrath is wimessad in every ews cyele The gap belween
thase wha can’s get a lintle and those whe can’t help Lut get more 15 expanding. Guxn
violene s as Aunerican as apple ple, and schuol children and concerl guess and pu-
sede perlicipents ure paying with their hives tor vuar secomd amencment freedim, The
cirecaon | Giought we had agreed upan as a nanon reganding race 1s now nader con-
stant challenge. Anc the nation thar ance fignred onc haw e leave Imman taorponts
on the serfaee of the meon e seems to have 'nst the capacity m da hasd things,

The neads of the world 2 dramarie, and v as people of taith are 2ot vory
strong, Yon wonld be fargiven ifvon wondered if the risen one has gone so G ahead
ol vs that 2te hzs lell us beliad. T think Matthew could selate. But he would also well
us e bust the seed. Tn every circumstance. bust the mospel. 10wl noel always work,
bul rust the seed. OF course, the sesd that vou and | are called to sow s love—s
resurrecksd leve, Love s a power. bor admerredly, irs a cender power. Love i3 2
stranpesy, buta vulnerahie serength "Tae Easter angel promised vs that lawve has gone
ahead, and we will Hind it The resurcection el Jesus Christ Iaunches us intu the battle
not jusr for more tme, but for 2 beter us, Aud even thoueh love s viclories we ofien
melest, love will win. Alleluia.
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I'he church | served in Jucksomlle, Flonds, was scross the street from a public
park, Seme of the unhauszed in Jacksonville called that park hame, Often on my way
o the chusch, someone weuld ask for spare change or mavbe a sandwicl. One
morning [ yalked doven the street Lo a sollee shop, und one of the wuvs Trom the park
spncted me. He sand, N can 1 eome mowith you?™ “Sure,” | sand, “Come ol

I ordered my coftee and said, "'l also pay tor whatever 7273 naving ™ He
said, “1just want a cup of water™ but then he put mopey on the counter He said, “I°d
lixe 10 buy this man’s colles”

“T dun'l understand: vou're buying my collee?"

“You're the pastor of that church, right?™ “Yes™ “You have w really mce
" Yes, we del” He swd, U1 ssed e sme i the choor when | was in colleme”
“Youwere meollege? “Yes, unt:d my mom got sick, and | had w drep ouc Bat | love
the rausic. and your costodian l2ts moc n the baloony when the choir 35 rehearsing on
Thursday mghes. | he ina pew and hiscen. Rev, it’s the besr parr ot my woek. Far an
hour I am surrounded by beauty Don’t you love it when mements come along and
yuu are just sucrounded by beauty ? So. T just wand e buy vou a cup ol collee and ask
yuls W thanh the singers at vour church.”

“I'm sorry, what's vour name?™ 17 m Gabrizl,” he sad. “Your name 15 Ga-
briel? “Yes sir. IUs a name from the Bihle” “Gabrel, would vou hke tn come and
aing on Thursday?™ “Oh nn,” he said, 1 don’e smg anvranre, boc I inve to listen, Tell
them last woek™s anthem by Rutter is ane of my favarites, Fnjey vour eotiee ™ And
he disappearad into the croved

I served a church that was surrouuded by volwused peeple. We sngaged o the
buttle Tur a better day, but 1l was mwre tan we could change. Addressing the need
left us Feeling wadequute. With cach pussing veer, 1t felt hiee we wers losing ground.
And vet sometimes we get 2 ghmpse ot a new day that is surely coming, 3 day when
we will be surronnded by beauty, 1 thought | walked into Starbucks, tot | mer an
Easter angel who was acually pamed Gabilel. aud e showed me (hat beauty has oot
died. The resurrecied vue continues o call us forwand. Oflen: the viclories of luve we
modesl bul love will win.

In the pradocue w Hans Kung's bonl O Seing a Cliviviian, he says, “This buok
was written not hecauss the auther thinks he 1= 2 good Chrisoan, but becaunse he
thinks thar heing a Christan is a partienlarly gond thing. ™" baster calls uy wo pay
attennion o chis particnlarly gond thing. In this broken werld, se do the gnod that s
ours oy do, share the love thar is murs o share, and ler (Grod do swirh thaswhat CGied will
do, Somermes it will fail miscrably, But sometimes there will be victonies, maybe
bandreclold, Or maybe thizvold. But even modest viclories bear wiluess thal the
Iugile power of love s persislent. Tt endures all hings, as Paul sovs,

Ben Cumen ran cruss countey ot Hunneh Thgh Schoel, near Anderson, South
Carnling. Ben was alvaays the lust runner o cress the fimsh hine, but peuple from
seross the upstute would knock off wark carly w pe walch Ben Comen run. Ben

chunr.
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has cersbral pelsy. [1 seizes 1he muscles and comonts his body, leaving him to longe
andd Falter. 1Csendd take Iim g better par. of the morning werun the 3. l-mile rwee. Tn
alomost every sace, be eIl 1t was aot uavsual for Ben 1o cross the finish line bloedied
sbout the elbuws und knees. But peunls would wail. And when he neaed the 2od,
they a'l retumed o the mack to eross dhie tinish ine together. Grows men walched.
twisting their jaws. trving 1o keep the rears in their oyes and ot thew taces.

Wha du yew suppuse the whole wwn tumed vut o valeh o Kid mun who would
never win' | think they watched Ben Comen because ey were so much like him, or
maore likely. they wanted o be like him: Thew watched a guy who reminded them that
you don'l have w He parlicuiurly poud al sumethizne w du a particulany geod thing.
You don’t have ta Snizh fisst te wn what reslly matters.

The premise of Faster i3 thar as powertil as death may be, 115 not more power-
Tul tha the love ol God. This Loly love that calls you v name will pevers o1 von 2o,
IUis persistent Uis un undying love. TUis a posver, bul o tender poseer. Tuis a vulner-
anle srength, hut it bves and it calls ns ta hve toward a promised day that we have
pever seen. but a day 1hat beckoos us,

So, as Casler people we do he goud that 25 vues o du. We shiue the love thal is
ours e shere. and we lve teward tal promised dey when justice will roll dow like
waters. [oig a day when swards will ke heaten ito plowshares becanse it will finally
wake mere sense w s 1o feed one anotaer than to kill ane another. 1173 a promisad
day when e grumbling noises ol hungly bellies are replaced with songs of table
blessiogs. [U's o promised day when vur childeen grow up *lu be neither the destroy
ers oor e destoved ™ We have never reached 1hat premised dayv. But because the
luve ol Guxl does pol die, tis promise rezztaing. Easter is 0o Laiy 1ale. Easter does not
miean we all live huppily ever alter, nul vel. Rother Casler launches us inlo the banle
for lile transfrmed. Uhe prumise of Lasler is not that thers will be no end L us, but
that there 1= coming 4 hetter us. That s why even in these davs, we can sing with a
full heart, “lesus Christ is risen taday: Allelna.”

Lo 1he walls of it we are sometmes clumsy, and our vicrerics are modes: The
needs ol e world are oversehelming, and we el small, The only power we have is
love. and love is a tendsr powe:, and ber victories are often maodest, But keep nrusting
thal holy leve. and kere and there, new and ten, vou will hear the vuice of (e une
whe hus gone shead. calling uver his shoulder, “Come on, oo right bere abiead of
vou. Keep cortng™ Adleluia!
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