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Social <risis preaching, prophetic preaching, and preaching 10 social issues sl
trazscend the rheteric ol prockinalion in order o be sllsclive and mpactiul. The
true work of social crisss preaching hes m whe the preacher s, Thus, the soeal ensis
preacher has prophetic responsibilities and must bear marks of the prephet thrbugh
imaginadon, discernment, and envisionine. hese prophetic responsihines are ac-
tive hefure, durng, and after the secial erisig sermoen has heen preached. Kelly Mill-

er Smith, 8., his book Sociaf Crisis Preaching, reters o the Vpre-proclamation
fimetionality of the preacher.” Pre-praciamation is Smith's first step in his dehvery
methed of the social ¢risis serzmon, Sqith argues that the social ¢risis sermon begins
belure o word is uttersd Trom e pulpit or even belure the nen touches the paper 1
SETTON preparetion oy wnang the manuscnnl.,

Pastors musl enter mlo spaces @ik their msmbens where sensitive and hard wp-
ey are diseussed. Phese conversations may take place at the County Schoel Board
meetings, City County brictings, ar acon’s Board mastings, over a latte ar Star-
bucks, in hespital waming raoms, aver chili dogs shile watching a playof? gamc.
while driviag 1o a party, or o the gym. No matier the venue. Gl opens the door for
the pre-prockinalion Tunctionalily, Pasters must be intenlional. pru-vclive, and seize
these muments of discipleship. This muodel is Laskiel sitting with the exiles in el
Aviv, anct in holy resipmatinn ctterings 1 aat whene they sat,” (Erck 3:15 AV ) Moses
cxhibits this model as be “chose to softer with the peaple of God rather than to enjoy
the flecting pleasures ot sin”™ (Heb 11:250 of Ex 2:10-12),

Pre-proclamation fupctien of ke preacher is perhaps the wost mperanl Sic-
wr i sucial ¢uisis preaching. Pre-proclumalion aclivity is incernativzal o that it
enlails the preachier’s involvemen! und envagement with the people W whomn they
will be preaching. Pre-proclamution also culls the preacher @ be informed about the
soctal enses. Congregations are more aceepting and less enneal of preachers who
are knnwledgealle ot the crizses being addressed, and who have een wirh rhem in
iiving and lite thromgh crises, than semeone whe is disengagad and nafamiliar with
the crisis,

Mreachime Abone vs, Preaqehing To Sogial Orivis

Fhere 15 a difference betwesen preaching afane (or en or opesay 2 social 1ssne
and preaching fo social erises. Preaching ahour sneial i3sues 1s an casy escape for the
preacher who teels the burden o address the erizis bur lacks the courage ta cantéant
the compliciry W communal erises in the pews, One can provide dara and related
intarmation uhewe social jssues and the jssues that evalve inte ceises and stifl nor
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address the inusticss of social crises, Preaching ofont secial ensis 15 addressimg
the symmplems of social crises. inwlich the congregation is comlunable condoning.
hecanse symprems often show up in other commurities, but failing o add-ess the
rool causes of which we are olten 2 part. One can preach about a social erisis and nos
provide the congregation will specilic, meenizelul. practical application w wckle
the mjnsaces that impact evervaay peeple wamm we are eadled te feve and serve. All
it takes tor this approach is tor the preacher ta skim the sutace or'the preaching, text,
sprinkle sorme new s headlines, wlToz: God's luve, and give the benediclion. Preach-
g ahend snetal erises keaves many parishioners ssking "oy what'™™ or “so what?”

Preaching fo social crisis 15 the hard work o' leading the churea to become what
Sally Brown calls “agens ol redemplive wlerruplion.™ Preaching w secial crisis is
aboul mere thar prividing mformetion, remaming neatral, vz wlinming long held
but false assumpaons and srereotypes abont “the orher.”™ Preaching w soeizl enisis
involves digatog deep inte 1he texi, fndwg the social tensions that the wext address
es. norning the, shedding licht on e contemporary parellels, delivering decisive
anpheanen, then wusting Giod with the results, Preaching e sucal erisis s moving
congregations heyond fear and higntry to new. retreshing, and rademptive spaess
where they are compelled o extond the radical merey of Grad, Preaching 0 sacizl
¢1isis 1s helping the chuch wermbership wrealice that they Lave been recipients ol
radical tmeney. Preaching w sociul ersis, then, gees bevond unslerring informatien
o the denths of experiencing the Chrstian tanh.

In Ve Responsilas Pofpdi, lames Farl Masasy hiars Sve components nt'the Atri-
can American preaching rradinen that “help any preacher from any tradition to sense
more clearly howe o keep the verhal wimess of rthe pulpit hoth virile, engaging, and
ctfzerive.™ I'he tive scrmonic camponents ars fionctional, testive, enmmunal, radi-
cal, and elimactic. While one may detees traces af each camponent in social crisis
preaching. the sermonic component most consistenl and impactul in social crisis
preaching and prophetc responstbilily s the recdioa! component.

Histeneally, radicalivy hus heen the most eritical snd comstructive respanse
racism from the black church. and radicalite has been the cammon thread among
the O1d lsstament prophets, Conmageons socisl evigis preaching contronts sm every-
where, Massey cantends, “Radicaliny in the sermon engages the hearsr, It makes him
knew thar he i3 being confrorted, that necessity is being Jaid upon him @ respond,
Tiue przacliog is always conlronlalional.”™ Soctal crists preaciung i< nol ao 2loguent
diatribe that simply identifies proklens and intnasduces suletiuns. To Qe conlrary, il
demunds tal the hearer break from ary and all puhincal, racial. econumic, o theo-
lowmes! lnyaltics thet are comphei m social enses. Luther [ Ivory netes, “A critical
propactic veice mmst be accompanied hy contiantational prophetic action.™! st as
e nerves in oue body alert vs e coniiont the serious illnesses lurking o our organs,
social cuists preaclizne tuxes prophetic action w conlzunt the pain caused by 1le sin
of sucind amjushice. Sooial cnsis presching requires the pastorpreacher W ke vn
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vie aetvily of e prophel. The man or woman whe staads weldsclively prclaim
the Gospel of Christ agameat the social imusticss m our weorld must commee e a hife
of praphenic being, ‘Thus, te cmbadiment af the prophet wanscends and exrends
bevend the thetoric of proclamation to cosponsibilities rellective ol one who is con-
scious of the devastating rnpucts ol secial crises on the lives ol imags bearers. One
must see wnd disean the cuuses and onmnectiens of secial sing and wrnapme and proe-
claim a warld wacre redemption and renesval are new realitics far the [2ast af thesc,

The Sociel Crisiy Preacher as ON Tesiament Seer

Ihstorically, preacking winch addresses social tssues hus been relerred w by o
variely ul Jubels: lbemtion preaching, preaching on sucial issues. jusiice preach-
g, sovial gospel preaching, the puhibical pulsit, vy civie proclumaion. The lerm
musl communtly wed B deseribe the funclionalily of preaching thatl sddresses snem!
Tasues 18 propactic preschme. 10is the preachmg exercised by the Old Tesament
prophets. Sncial enisis preaching has clements of prophene activiny,

In the Old Testamenr, 2 common word used o refer w and 1eflect the prophet’s
Tunctivn is yeer (2 Sam 9:9, 9:10; 2 Kines 17:13: xo'eh). The prophel is vig whomn
Ciod grents speritual insight o His will and the pumposes He kus for His peaple € x
2010 Jer 29011 Le 370 1- 120 The yeer pussesses o pathes of prophelic imagimation
ard emvistoning, both enabled by the Spimitof the Lord {1sa 61:1). The seer, then, can
hscern the zeirgeise (the spirit of the imes), und has the foresight e caprure possikil-
ities of jusnice and human harmeny shile passessing the wherewithal to soc through
the terces thar attempt ro thwart those possibilities {Ezek 8 318, Amos 518 24 Zep
Ly Zech 7-8; Mal 4:1-6).

Since the prophel is ene who sees. 1L is oot surprising. Lhen, thal sume scholars.
such us Waller Breggeman. conlend that sropkenc preaching 1» roeled 1w the privv-
ocation nf the prezcher s imagination. an exnvisioning ronted in Gind™s vision for Hes
peaple. In praphetic acnvity, secing (insight and anderstanding,) srecedes speaking,
Fust. the prophet’s mental and optical faculties align with that of Yahweh's {Isa 6.1-
3 Jer L8120 Then wsight, vaderstonding, and pezception are granted 1o the prophet
Isa 6:4-T: Jer 18:2-4). Ouly then is the proplet permissivzned w speak vz behall ol
Yahweh (lsa 6:8-135: Jer 18:3-00 For exumple. Jerermah sav the potler working o
vessel of clay on the wheel and discemed the measmings (Jer 18:3-3). then he saud
“Ihen the word of the Ford came tn e "Honse ot lsracl, can | aoc nsat vou as thes
potter trears his clav!™ Uler 18:5-0), [Niseeming, socing, imaginatian, perceiving,
and eavisioning come betore speaking.

The reason envisioning andd inaginatiozn are wdispensable aspects of social crisis
preachine is because the pruphet, as well as (le preacher, must be able o wndersland
clearly whal couses injustive und Lhen see hew those injustices harm and hurl psople
who gre crested in che image nf Gesd. Phe Holy Spimitis che preacher’s MRI (mag-
netie Tesonanee imaging) that enakles the preacher w elearly identify rhe previse
Incation nt'the cancerous ront canses of erises, so thar a proper diagnosis can he giv-
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e and u cure prescribed. The preacher who engeges in prophetic preacking, by the
poweer of the Holy Spine, has the ability o captire (rod’s vision tor His world with
inaginative insighl. The prophels performed this diving activity through foretellinge
andt forthtelling. Foretelling i futore anented., whether for hicssings ar for doom (Isa
9:1.7, Dan 3:17-340, Zech [41. Forthrelling, however, is confionting sin in the hawe
and new. with the word Suem the Locd 12 Surn 125 Je, 7202700 Ml 1)

Irnaginatnn and envaisioming Ciod’s visinn enables the propher m araenlate that vi-
sion with picturesque language to the peeple of God, Social clists preaching Socompass.
es ks componesl el envisionine. nessence, seeing with the eves ol Gud. Like the seer.
the prophet’s shility o visrahze erpowers them o speale with vivid imagery and shamp
arnstry. Old "lestament schelar R.B.Y. Scot precise v deserbes the praphet’s unique re-
soonsbility. e states, “The grasp ol e moesal ad spirilual tealities ol a given situation.
coupled with the certwinty thul be [the priphet] most proclam them i immseheble
terms, marked ofFa prophet fike Micah or Amaos.”* It 55 no wander then thar e prophets
spake wita such postic language. Scarad o the prophet’s mind i5 2 vision they could only
veplure jo Dguctive, symbelic, sod metaphoric laneuaee. Like the CH Testanenl proph-
ets, the Alricun Amencan proachimg tradtion, <novwn as exemplars of propheac preach-
g, often amplovs the eranve 13 of language to capre such visions, 1'he Atncan
American preacher’s use of ereative language, according w homiletics schalar Cleaphus
J. LeRue. * was] imended 1o lee e poet in thie preacher and allow the preseace of God
Uuvagh the pewer of lazgueee o Lt the sermon W Bigher heighls.™ This ability i not
conlinsd or limiled w Alricen Amencan pesaching 11 s exlended w all who wall submat
Ueic bumnds. fees, bewrt. mind. and eur o the Tlely Spint.

All ol this means the sucial cnsia preacher cannot be blind. gulible. vr nuive.
I he abihioy W percerce and understand the pohtical asd cconemie man festutiong
of greed, ruciam, national idelatry, and <enophabig and the subtle conssquences on
communines i3 as paramonnt as grasping God’s impartial love tor all ercazion. Rihli-
cal social action i3 an extension of being regenerated. Accarding 10 the Baptist Faith
and Message, “All Chrzslians are uzder obligation o seek w make the will of Christ
supreme 10 vur ewn lives aodd in buman sociely, Means end methods wsed fur the
irnprovesent ol seciely and the esablishment of Achilsousness wmong men can be
truly and permanently helpful only when they sre romed m the regeneraten of the
inctiviciual by the saving grace of Ciod i Jesus Chnst.™” Through God's redeeming
sacrifice of Jesuz Chrizr, we are compzlied o Inve Grnd and mur neighbar as telln
children ot Grad, Whenever thess sing mark the belicver, they rob God ot His glary,
which is meant e b2 manilested in s creation. Moreoyer. these sins are idelatious
responses 1o e frmparlial love ol Gl The social crisis preachier must be as “wise
ws serpenis vond woovent as Joves™ (Mate 10:16). Social vosts preachers musl zo
ke ensily fouled. mumpulated. or easily lulled b sleep by churmimg orins and pulile
comeessiens, tie stewdy deip of snesthesin that causes loss of sensitiviny and aware-
nes3 in the Body of Chrise
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Lilewine. this preacher must be conseious and wware, pnsseasing underseandig
and exercizmg hseernment, and nor he gasily moved or distraceed by the loxuorics
izt the King’s palace or flattered Ly (he Invitauions 10 banguels aod blessings, Dancel
wis able W say w Nebuchadnezzar “Let vour vilts be for yoursell, and give vour
rewaards tn another™ (Dan 52175 Damiel’s ability w interpret aridst disoactions g
akin to the discernment and envisioning, rhat social ¢risis preachars muse possess it
they arc e read the randwriting on the wall”™ of our centemporacy Jandscape. The
pre-proclamativn function ol e sucial crists preacher is the sociul crisis preacher’s
xnow lsdee, awarsness. and involvement i what Ged s deing inoand around the
comzunities of the people in the Deas Below, twe schalars expound on the dynam-
s ol imagimation and envisioming as pointedly compoenents of prophete respon-
shility und social crisis preaching. Socsl crisis preaching bears semblance with
“orophetic preaching,” ar more specifically, sncial erisis preaching, bears clements
of the prophetie acavity a5 desenhea by Walter Bracggemann and Kenyatta Gilbert,

Wader Bruegemani and Proplesic Imaginaiion

Wulter Brueggemnann casts the envisinming element of the prophet by sanng
“Prophetic neranee is nttered i cirenmstances dietated by dominant imagination ot
its wierance thet eontradices what s teken for grantad. Such imaginatinn rotiizes to
accept aceepted explanations for presenr circumstances,™ The social orisis preacher
whe is in e with God®s vision for humanity aticulates a vision hat may seem
passible. upauainable, foreign, apd oul el reach [or (hose uneble Lo grasp whal van
be. loz being sripped by whal fas always been. Secial erisis proclurmation introduces
Lhe Tsarer e “the already, oot vet™ of pessibilitizs thut sre reahzable when the church
respimids W Lhe sociul crisig senmon with danng acdons thar cisrupt the estahbshed
practices nf the powertul against the world’s mnst vilnerzhle. The prophetic imag-
inzeon envisions and proclaims a vwarld whore wealth, ageney, and privileas ae
vsed to cradicate exploitation and disenilanchisemest valil econenic and socially
atflicted communanities are sestored 10 places ol ernpuwertent ad Nourishing. The
prophetic tnagioation cannol be bound or restricled. Thus, the social crisis preacher
15 uncler no obligetien lo align the pruphetic magmatien b the wishes and whims
of denominatiensl creeds, pehitical partes” plutforms, and revisinmise histarzns, be-
cause thewr allegienee 15 1o Gedd alone.

‘I social ensis preacher’s praphere magination, arounded in the reality of
Chnst’s death, burial, and resurrecton, is proclaimed in werds that libesate humanity
and announce freedon o humastity, em e triawy ol sin ol any kind, spicitual azd
social. In the same sense. Kelly Miller Smith St states, “The suciul crisis preacher
biss 1he vpporlunily, like the proplel. o addesss issues Lhat wre being vverlouksd or
treated lightly by the Turces of rehigion.™ Unless the social crisis preacher is awune
ol the TToly Spint's voice and leading, the often subtle. hedden, and disgimsed prectic-
#s ol nppression, waich are often imbedded ininsaations and systems, will continue
th exiat,
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Kenvaity (ilhart and Vision in Evadus Freaching

Kenvaua Gilbert relets 10 preachizg thar dismantles evil stuctzes and vshers fice
dom as fovadiy predefimg. Exodus preaching conuims atinhates of the seer. Lxodus
preaching nvalves the erhics of eovisioning beeause it employs the imaginanen to
both cast and copiwre @ glicnpse vl God’s design [ creation, Gilbert stales, “Exodus
preaching doss not taxe place 12 a vacoum, nor 15 it sell-genentsd discourse; mather, it
15 ctanng, spcech thar otiers & vision of divine ntent. It reveals & penre of what Ciod
Jntends and expects ol God’s Lumazt ¢rzation ...”  When social crisis preaching ar
prephetic proclamalion wanes, one must asle s 1 bacouse we have Tailed w hold e
decaymy sporitizal and social enndinn under the hght of divine intenc? W hat did Gad
intendd betore the fall'* What beauty does the hops ot the escharon offer?

Tn the Alncn Americas preaching raditivn, preaching is divdogical. Doy e
preachmg moment, the puipit and pew engage i call-und-response, muwiive antphonel
CEPIS3sians it woeal spontancity, For sxampls, when the preacher’s ilmsmanans ihimi-
e the mlerpretation vl the Diblical wext theougte el Ssaoctilied agisation.” olien
from the peses semreons wall call ont t thern “Paint the prolure. Reverendé!™ ur “Muke
it plain!™ which maans the preacher 1z usmg sueh vivid langnzgpe sntheieat tor the con-
gregation 1o <co what they ace saying as iFan ast is painting a picmes. The social ersis
preactier st employ evocative proncuncezziends se thal the congrepation can visualiee
anned e e mtended scenomny of Lden azn eanth, amd o chat one con pactare Gie hepe of
the comimg Kmgdnm avidst commmumal despair, This very act ol imiegmengs the divine
intent correlares with the way lesus tmght His disciples to pray “Your kingdom con,
wvour will he done, nn esrh as it is in boaven™ [Mate 6:10) The Holy Spimt mspires the
ancial erisis preacher ra visnalize (rod’s intennans for His peeple tamugh social ensis
proclamation, The social crisis preacher, standing in the mole or' e prophetiscer, envi-
stong exadus om tvranty and copression 1@ veauss of hope and libsration,

Coneluyion

Sncial ensis preaching requires the aceeptanes and embrace of praphenc respon-
sibilities. Aunong the most vual of these responsibilitics. Like the seer, is the ability
0 see, discern, and inagine [uke Timarhy Johnson netes, “The propheric word can
be considered as God’s vision for humapis, which more eften than not comes intoe
cunflict with Jumanitoe's vwn viston for ilsell - Though Judai's cutleals for thei
ewn Falue was bleak and was in conflict will: God's exilic vision for them, the seel.
Jezermiab. proclaims Gued's visios fer the exiles of Jodah i Bebylos:

For | knewa the plans § have tor von, declares the Tord, piens for wellare and nel
for cvil, w give you 2 furre and a hope. T'hen vau will call upon me and come
and pray 1o e, and 1 will bear voun, You will seck me and find me, when vou
seels e with all your hearl. Twill be fouud by vou, declares the Lord, and | will
restere your orlunes snd galher vou Gum ull the nabions and all e places where
I heve driven you, declares the Lord, and §sall bring you back o the place (tos:
which 1 sert yon o exsile. (Jer 210:11-14)
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[ the vears following the Civil War, the prophetic proclamation of Danie] Payoe
and Tleary McNeal Turner was a bustion ol resistance against hnching and go-
emment-sponsored disenfranchisement against Blacks because, hke the seer, they
imagined a hetter reality, Responding, ta the dechumanizing realitics and cmotion
ally desructive ordeals of she Jim Crow Era. Martin Luther King, Ji, Adaz Clay-
lon Powell. Si., Tred Shutlesworth. Reverdy Cassius Runsvz: amd countless others
[orged America W g new era of human progress and hope. Leading the charpe
almest svery penod of social change are preachers, responaihle as prophots, whe
arc cammitted to the principles ot social erisis preaching, hiblical proctamation that
develops congregations to inentionally care about and canfronr the orises in their
neighbar s eommunity through the poweer ot the Hely Spiric
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