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“And imedianely alf the doois e apened and evervone & handls woie wintrenad
Avis [6:20

Fyshawn Crandner 1s 8 pastor, preacaer, and prophet who now works in the Acac-
emy as a resterer of the hopetuloess of the Gospel in a time when cyvnicism and
diseriealalion appear W rule the dov. In tus book, Sacred Andirapalope: Propheiic
wadicalivm e Puipir and Paw, lyshawn moves gracefully seross the diseiphines
ot snciolagy, thealogy. and homiletics in a way that is accessible for, as the title
sugeests, clerey and laity. It is a gecessary addition Lo the libroey of anvone whu is
serivusly curious abeut discernimg whal Gud 1s up 1o in this season.

Our couniy s more polenzed thun ever, and while this statemont may be un-
comformahkle for seme, ot ton pointed for ethers, very few can deny its yalidity. While
same hlame social media and its infuences on culture, and others point 10 Conspiracy
theosies, loreign “bad actoss,” and our divisive political climate, Tyvshawn Gardner
dellly savigales the issue of blame. while silusting cur polurizaton ac the ntemsec-
Lo ol by invenbivn. . white suprermacy. sexism, copilalism, recism. ¢le., and
evil . procipelities and powers. This situaledness positions readers W onent Lthem-
selves by reeslablishing a fimm ruol in the Gospel. Gandner offers Sacred Antiopal-
agar Frophetic Radicalive for Pudpit and Peve as 2 corrective snd inifying toree.

Svicrad Anzivapology opens with the compelling re-welling of the stary ot the Ar-
rican caprives aboard the Amistad who revolted agaiost 1he ship’s slave-trading crew
w July 1839 Gardaer delines the aclions of the slaves along wilh (he advocacy vl
uliers as acts of prophiehc radicahiam. “By resisbing and revolling agsimst & rucist and
uppressive systemn designed W deny lieedom w image bearers of ebuny hae, their
aclions opensd the doer For many oters who weould be aflfected by secial and racal
nppression centuries afler this muting.”

Referenemy Acts 1026, Gardner makes the case rhat rthe funetion of prophet-
ie radicalism in minisiy is e open doors, set caprives fiee. and csablish a new
Divine order, Sacred anthirepology combines cultural anttuopology and 1heological
atinopelogy 1o allect a bolistic undersoading of people aod their cultures. values,
challenges, histories. andé experiences W confrent imjustices throueh a biblicul and
Chnst-hke ethic. Gardner identifics saered anthropology as the pracess or torm by
whiea “mimisory thac apens dnors™ happens, bt he 's most compelling when discnss-
iy, the farm prophetic radicalism takes as how transtormation happens individually
and communally,
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Prophetic radicalism happens when Christians cngage in Christian proclama-
ten and living thatl exposes the rool cause ol injustice while advocating ler God’s
reciemptive jusace and simulansously actng as agents of disruption i accord with
the lite and monisty of Jesus throngh tie power of the Haly Spint. In ather words,
prophetic radicalism demands both faithiul declaration and forvent demonstrazion of
the Guapel o wavs thal expuse and ismuntle uppressive systerns. But il dues oot
stop there, The goal ts transfunnabion fur the oppressed as well us the oopressor and
the sezding ot & new enmmumity whers justice snd equity are nocsimply ideals. bt
l'\‘3|if}'.

This liberative proclamearien identificd by (ardner as social ensis preaching i3
biblically rooted, Spirit-cnadbled proclamation thar develops and drives cengrega-
tions 10 compassionately care for aad radically centiont social crises in fhe commu
aities where their neighbors live, work, worship, aond plav.,

The ferrn was coined by Kelly Miller Sioith, So. o the 1984 Lvinen Beeches
Lectures entitled “Sovial Crisis Preaching.™ Tuas “the proclamativn of St which is
crucially relevant within the context of the Chnistian gospel i ames of soeel op-
heaval and sn¢ss.” This tvps of praciamarion is hapetil and has much re offer the di-
visive and averly paliticized climares thar pastars and chorehes often find themselves
drowaiog in. It is paticelarly relevant ro these who preach and teach the seoararion
Ol churely and state while practicing o supporting policies 1lal express a:t jnlegra-
lion or vdd syocietsm vl disparate sucial, political. and fheological Weals. Gardae
dernands o eritical gxaminestien of our ideuls and o reforming of pur theolugy that
aubsequently mtorms authentic community throuph real reconciliation which s the
antwarking ot'the (rospel.

Sacial crisis preaching Jeverages the deseriprive use of language, interdisciplin-
ary content, and pastozal covrage to communicate a clear message izt can be both
felt and heard. It should ingpive listeners o undessiand the precise pains, alllictions.
and imustives of tie opprassed and e complicity and sullering of the uppressor. L
reveals the danger and temrible human cost ol distoried poser dynamics for evenane
“trapped in this web of mooalite.”

But bevond simply rehearsing the present secial erises, this nvpe of preaching
cnergizes toward the hope and rrapstormation that lies o God, 1t emplovs interdiset
plinary contend to d e the ethos of the preachier and lends grace 10 the lisiens as w
the accuracy. veracity, and relevancy of her description and assesstent of conlenipo-
rary issugs, Lhe preacher cannot puess, el hes, give opiniuns. or perpeluaie myths,
Statisbics. historical facls, rehable sources. und abjective duty must be emploved
within the sermon to mive histeners sccurate information so that a decision for Christ-
like actinns can he raken to solve crises within the commimity.

Finally, pastoral eonrage is inregral ta avoiding the pittzlis nt’ popular preach-
ing that leave the listenes comterted vet unchanged aftcered withous being oitested,
Speaking tull (o poveer 18 visky whey not rooted in the power ol the Gespel through
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1he power of the [Toly Spirit. Speaking wuth o powers transtorms the povweartul and
liberales the powerless. Hurd truths must be shazed w expose injustive. o inspire
personal responsibilicy, and ta address sclt-harm within the commumey, Pastoral
preaching cownge is whot we encounler i the proplisls bul see embedied by Jesugs
Loy thsmantle systemmic evil and imjustice.

Gardaer compels his rsaders o <ngage this work trom & decp spiriteal well,
recognizing the weariness andd seli-desbruclive practices that ollen accompany jus-
tice work and advocacy. Gardner also craws deeply on the embrace and exercise of
time-tested spiritual diseiplines ot spirmal detachment, regetherness, and worship
that replenisl: the soul and Lave suslaived those given (o such davating woils,

Ciardrer’s work s o deep well thal imspires Fthlul risks, that car aller the pres-
eni reabicy and present a hopeful view of the funire!
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