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[ taveht o e Memphis Public Schools w the 19905, 1 was alse the Middle
School Basketball Coach. Dunng my three vears us o weacher and coach, | had o
very gocd haskethall ream m my second year, One thing 1 learned as a young coach
wasthe 121 1 full const pross. | had good athlates. and we ran that press very well
As that season progressed. we lost @ gamne or bao vetside our division, bul we were
undefeated in nur disasion,

Then we played one of our rivals for Homecoming, This team was also unde
lzated. T thwose dovs, we had early disrmissul Tor bie gumes in the schuol gvaimasiom,
We awd & packed pym end proat excitement. It weas g thrilling game! But we lost by
alaynp at the end ot the game, | can still se0 that last shet,

Adles the eame, sy dad carne up Lo e and said matter-ul-Gctly, “You pressed
wo much.” And veu Raovw what? Tle was righit. The olber tearn was guicker, und we
allewed e muny casy shots when they broke cor press. | misjudged movements in
chat game. | misjndged the spead of aur apponents, | misjudged matchups. | mis-
Judgad serengths and weaknesses 1 eouldn’t sec cleariy what was gowng oa because
Iwas ineked inlo one way ol thinking 1 believe somethiog sisnilar is rve when we
think about race and poverty in the Unued States.

Many people Lave believed thin we as o nativn Coally made thiogs rght on
seetsto g poverty iz e [960s, Muny people huve adopled a narmatve Gl blames
puor black prople Tur their disproperionate secial ils. Thal narralive has misjudeed
muvermnenls, Thal nurrative has misjodeged G moevemnent of jobs out of our cibies
after Warld War 110 That narranve hes misjudged the movement of die white and
hiack middic class out of our cives trom the 19605 uatil nas. That narrative has mis-
Judged how the loss ol sovinecennmic diversity crealed naprecedented pockels alf
urban poverty, That narrative has misjudged the devastating impact of drugs entering
these comununities al e same Thine as economic prospects wossensd. That narcative
biss misjudeed the ncaleulable devaslation of mass invarceration. That partve bas
misjudised the sipmificance of legslaten i tie 19605, Fhat narrabive has misjudged
history Fom the 19200 until new.

But here's the theng. T'here were Teaders m the 1960 who tald us that the civil
rights Iegislation was not cnongh. There were leaders who mold us that 1.BJ's Grear
Sociery legislation was importaznt. Lut izsullicient. There were leaders who repeat-
edly called [or o Faderal jobs progrun. Thers were leaderns who knew profit-secking
businesses would not create eanvuph jobs lur sustainable communilies.
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AL Phillip Randolplt. Qe union leader whe helped organtes the Macch o Wash-
ington, said as much at the March m 1903, Bayard Rustin, the lead orgemizer of the
Masch on Washington, said as much righe atier the March. Rev, D Maron | ather
King Jr. said as much izt the vears lollowing his elogueat description of his dream,
ven the controversial Damiel Patrick Movnihan said in 1967 thal blach Americans
had baen herraved by the lack of additional legislanve acton.

But we as a nation did nor hsten, We did not lisren becanse onr racial and cless
pegjudices could pet aveid Loee-jerl reactions 10 the @ace riotg in the mid-and-lare-
1960s, We did oot Lslen because we were shalen by ke assassinations of MLK and
RI'K. We did nul listen because we were worn aseader by aoli-war protests and social
change.

Over the nexd Few decades, as we meved inlo the “70s and “S0s. many of vur
largeor cities expenienced a sanmking ax base. while unermoloyment. drues, crine.
and polies heeame farger problems. Then m 1996, William Jubus Wilsen published
an impartant book titled Wies HWoxk Disappaas. Uhere is much nne can say aboul
thal buok. There aze sowe legitimate criticisms of it, ¥e1, his basic point stands: she
ecozoie breakdown ol communilies ripples oo soctel breahdews, Wilson said
wee nesded o massive jobs progiam W combal bigh usemployment aizone Alican
Amencens moour citiss. Wilson conlended thal most of the sucial dyslunction was
ned to ceonomic deprivation.

Bur just as we didn’t histen © Randolph, Rustin, and King 30 vears earhier, we
alsa dide’t lisen e Wilsen, We misjudged movemones. We migudged mvements
because we fon’t wanl 10 lake respepsibility for the racialized poverty wie 1ave are-
ated tovur cittes, We misjudged movesrients because we conveaiently farger that our
vronbled wrben areus were created by seereeution decades aeo, We wisjudzed move-
ments because 1L 1s easier for us e believe blasad stereotvpes uboul wuorlo sod Lunily.
W misindped movementys because we don't want w redhink luxes, mvesment, and
Jobs, We misjudaad mavements heeanse se thomght these were prebiems inigque to
ooor black people,

But row we know 1hese are not “black problems,” These are prablems also ox-
periencad by whites. s more whites Lave struealed witit unemployient, we e soen
an amerease in drug addiction, As more whites bove strugeled with social mobility,
we've seen more fumily breahdinsn, As more whiles have straeglsd with econcinic
opportunoies, we've seen health sulcomes worsen. As more winlss lave sliuegled
ta tind good jabs, we've 3cen auicides increase. As more whites have struggled in
QT CCONDMY, Wa've seen 4 signifeant increase in whites being inesreeratsd. 10y
almost as ifthese aren’t “black prohlems™ atrer all. it's almnst as it these are humun
prublems regardless ol shio pigmentation. But the only reason we thogkr these were

“bluck probletns™ i the Gest place was because of our misjudgmens abont race and
clasy.
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But these wre nnt the only places where weve misjudged mevements. We also
have misiudged the movement of God. We have misjudged the movemant of God
because we didn'lsee that Ged 5 on Lhe side of the eppressed. We have misjudged
the mevement of (rod heeause we have believed that God preters our worship aver
Justice, We have musiudged the movernent of God because we have not listeped Lo
Tsateh 58, We have misjudied the movement of God because v have nol halened
w James 5. We have misjudged the mavement of God heeause we have not listened
w Jesus i Mauiiew 25 We Dave misjudeed the muovemenl of Gl beceuse we have
aut Lslened o Jesus in Luke 4.

We have misjudged the moversent of Gad heeause we thought “we™ were the anes
who were moral, and “they™ were the ones who had o problem. We have misjudged
e rmovernent ol Guod because v have been sell-nileous in our recial prejudive. We
have misiudped the mevement of Gnd hecanse wae have heen seiferighmeus i onr class
prejudios. We nmuse repens

So et me el veu hove my bashetball sty ended. We ended up ted lor fist
piace with thut rival schuol. We had w play un extra game o decade the disuict
champinuzhip. We had ta play in their gym in frant ofthewr student body. Guess what
happened? We dominated them! You koew whs! [ changaad myv analvsis. 1 backed off
the press and plaved a 2-3 cone delense. They didi’t get easy shuls, We slopped theis
penetration, and we rebiunded well, We won becsuse | repented of my nistake and
chengred how | Inoked at the movements in the pame.

Isaian 3K promisca God's presence and hlessing it we change our analvsis and
our actions. Isamah 53X pramises thac Grad will restare and rebnild itwe il anly srop
misjndging movements, Isaizh 5% promises that God will make us repairars of the
hreach i¥ s will only repont
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