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Bur Mary staod antside the omb eryving. As she swept, she bentaver ta loax
into the emb Pand aw two anaels in white, seated where Jesus® body had
been. une al the head and the other at the el " They asked her, “Wornan,
why ate vou crying™ “They bove twhen wy Lond awan.” she said, “and 1
don’t know where they have put bim ™ At this. she wirmned arounsd and siaw
Jesus stunding here, bul she did oot realize thal itwas Jesas, ™ Womaen,” Le
saicd. “why are vou cryine? Whe s it yow are lookang for? Thinking he was
the gardener, she said, “Sir f vou have carmed i avay, el me where you
have poc him, and | wall get him.™ %lesus saicd o her, “Mary™ She tamed
rovaard him and ericd our in Aramaic, “Rabbent!™ (which means Teacher).

Jesus saidl. “Do not bold o 1o me. Tor T have not vet retwzsd Lo the Fatier,
Go wstead 10 my brothers and tell them, 1 am returning 1o my Fatber and
vour Father, w my Ged aod your Gud. ™ "Maury Magdalene wen! to the dis-
ciples with the news: T have seen the Lord?™ And she old tiem that he had
saicd these things Lo her.
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For Mary Magdalene, it wasn’t a good Fridav, The wauld as she bad come o
xnove it with Jesus  ended when 1138 Jite ended. This was the mwan wlo had ushered
er intw the Kingdem ol God. Mark and Luks say e cest seven devils oul of her

Mutthew sava. “Winle Jesus weas dying on Calvery's cross, derkness covered Lhe
land.™ 1t weas pitch hlack on Frday fom 12 noen to 3 pome Yen conldn't see vour
hand in tront ef'your facs. There was a thick, ceric darkness in the middle at ©ac day.
Iewaasn’t supposed o be dark ac thaz time. The spo should haye been high in the sky.
As [ was growing up hearing old tme preachers say “The s-u-n relussd o shine, 7 1
imagined it was becavse the light of the world was Tading. [ envisivned a S-O-N set

Lvea vehea the swin canie back owi. 1 remained dock and dreasy o Mary Magde-
lene's wuorld.

Matthew and Mark el us she was watching when Jesus” body was placed in
the emiby thar loseph of Arimathea had donated, "Taat’s the last thing the Bable telly
us she saw on Fridav—the ortured bedy ofher Deliverer and Teacher being, buned.

Davou remember the television commercials for the ant depressant drg Zolofi?
[zt them, a little grey <loud follews people arvund. Perlinps life veas W mated shades
ol grev [or Mary. She couldn’l get w Jesus” grave o grieve s deatls and busial on
Saturday becuuse 1t was the Sabbalh Day. You know Low slow lime passes when vou
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can’l get o the one you love, Magnily that feeling a mullion times to imagine what
Mury Magrdalene was experienemi. his was no lemporary separation. Death hud
darcened her world

We're not talking abaut puppy ‘ove or cros, remantic love, Jesus had changed
Zer life. [le had given her a pupose, and. #of fusf e, She witnessed 1im ushering
moen, wemen. girls, and bnys inte the Kingdom of Cioll As one of the waomen whe
tunded the carthly nunisuy of owr Lord and Savior Mary was thers as Josus changed
[l lives of huadreds and thousands. When they buried TTin in thal buscowed (omb.
they busied the hopes and dreams of His followers as well. | ell you, the warld
wasn't just groy Sor Mary Maadalens,

Those 24 hows between Fridey and Sunday must fave fel like an eternity  and
nul Celvin Klem s romunticrzed kind. On Friday, she suw the One she lell evervihing
ta tollaw beaten, hattered, bnised, and uried. On Saturdzy, she could do nathing
except cemernber he travrma o Friday and possibly prepae we visit his grave on
Sunduy. Jobhn ells us 10y =01l darde cutside when Mury makes her wuy 1o Lhe lomb
where she saw Jems” battered hody burned. Can you see her smmbling and fambling
through the darkuness? 10s dack oviside. I0s eazly Sunday melning, beloe dawn, 1t°s
durk inside, She's all ulene, She's nurmb rom the pain and e palpable hutred she
walnessed, And she’s desperately meking her way to Jesus.

Om Friday she saw them seal the tamh. On Sunday the stone 1as heen melled
avaay. She can’t believe Jier eves. So. she rushes w 121l Peter and Jeho, They lollow
her Bach 1o e womb and discover il's gmpty, They go e, Again, Mary is alone
standding autside Jesus” borrowed tomb weeping,

12 1ois Jareveedi diseovrse Jesus predicted the mes would scaller 2ack 10 his own
home. That's why vur focal lext begins “ B, Aeny™! When the men scattered Do
vur Suvior, Mary wenl seeking [ Aller Peler and John saw the emnpty lommb. they
Lefl Mary lingered Thene weas a pull un her spaeit ko stey. She couldn't walk away.

Marnah Carey hasz g8 3nng about what | belicve Mary must have boen feeling:
“Fven shough Lo, | can'tler go. Do vou evon ralize the sarrowy [ have wside” Do
vom e the wisy il Fesels when all vou bisve just dies?™

Mary was capitivatsd by 1he revelation of Gie emply tomb. So, she stayed there
whes the others scallered. She lingzred when Peter and John lell. Ty is Ziow she
ends up being there slone for w personal and private sncounler with Jesus, Mary wuail-
edd on the Lord. YWe huve o wait on the Lord if we want a personal eacounter with
Ham. We can’t tuat sey onr pravers and walk away. We have t sitin silenes and let
Him spezk 0us. Prayer is fro ey communication, It°s spraking oved Tistening, Ir's
naving a liftle @alk wiehy Jesus pot fo Jesus,

The Kiog James Verston lells us that Mary was “weeping” as she stood thers.
Thatl's 0 mure accurate description. Crying can somelines be low key. A Lear may
well up o your eve thal vou can blink gweav. A stuhbinmm tear may roll dan your
cheek, but 1w's one you can wipe away. Crymg isn’c alwavs intense. But, weeping. ..
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weeeping 18 fair more foreeful than erving. Weeping myolves sokbmg, heavong, snot-
rng. andd passionate crving, Mary is weeping becanse she's distranght, She had re-
cently wilnessed the cracifinion. And now Jesus” body is newhere w be Teund!

Mury 18 weeping. She's sebhbing, She™s heaving, She's stolling. Her lears are
flowing like a founrain, 1t Mary had simply been erving, she would have boen all
cried out by the tme she talks with Jesus o veese 13 Butthe et wells vs she's woep
ing in verse |1 The angels ask her why she’s weening in verse 13 Awd by the time
Jesus speaks e her moverse |5, she's sl weeping | lell vouw, Mury 1s dislroughl

She came inoking for a dead body, g0, she doesn’ recopnize the rigen Sevior.
When she’s unghle ro find what she came leaking tor, she tums aromid; she soes
Jesns standing rhere, but she dnesn’t reshize He's desns. Cenld 1z he that e tears
have distarred her vision? Or is she 3o depressed that she 733 na discernment? Lin-
derstandably, ber heart is heavy, Her weeping isn’t the probiem, These’s nathing
wrong wilh griell Expectation is what prevents Mary Magdalene from rocognizing
Jesus. She came w (he garden alune lockine Tor o dead body. She wasi't expecting
w enceunler & Eving Jesus, So, she sees what she believes, She thinks she's Llking
w0 the gardener.

That's what's srang svirh snme of ns—we don’t wake up in the meming ex-
pectivg amirac'e, Sa, we miss onr an the presence and the power at the Tord m oy
lives. Too many rmes just like Mary Magdalone v sees wod we believe Wo make
up our minds about & situation. or a person, and that’s off we see. We miss (he truth
Lhut's cigkt thers in fronl of us because vur suppusitivas are leading and guiding us.
We would do well 1o trusbin the Lord with all of our hearls and lean nul o our wan
understunding. T hings would @n hecer for wsar we wene o acknowlsdze Giod and
allow the Taord to direes onr path. Proverhs 3:5 and 60z a papular passspe. Voerse 7
Cautinns U3 10 "l e o fove ) ocan 2oes” WE have ta stop Sefizieng witkt ae
see and start frasfo vl Se Loed sad.,

Jesus wId ITis Tellowers that Tle would rise v the Durd Gay, yel Mary 507t ea-
peeting w see Him alive and vzl Lel's not judgs her ten hurshly, She wasn'Lexpsc]-
N Lo see Him Vdespived and pefected.” She didn’t fully endemstand that He “bSecoise
Hesheand dvasit omong 237 1o be wonnaes i our transgrassions and krasad for one
ipgeities.” She eenldn’t helieve her eves when zhe saw Him heing saken trom prison
ta judgment on Thursday night She was in shock when she saw Him stmggling ta
carey 1is cross up o hill calleé Golgotha, She never imagioed e would be led 1o a
place oulside the city where crininals were crucilied.

She kepl sxpecing a mirucle of intervention as the nanls veere criven thouaeh Ths
hands and the nails weere driven threogeh His feel | shudder o think aboul sehat Mars
Magrdalene was foehing when she nally reahzed chut

Jesusz, the One whn had walked on the vater:
Jesus. the One who ted 3000 with 2 fish aad 3 Joaves of beeadl,
Jesus. the Ome whe gave sight 1o the blind:
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Jesus, the One whi raised Lazarus from the dead; und
Jesus. the One who was calebrated the peevious Sunday, the day we call
Pulrn Sunday,

was allowing Himsclt o be broughe as a sheep o ths slaughter riabt betere her cyves,
Mauny s Zwopes and drearns were snufled oul when she and the wemen whe sut on a
hill ot Gar away from the b saw [saieh’s prapheey fulfilled: <ite povred out his
soal kalo deatd, Be was miondeecd vaills the froasgressoes. He boee ihe sin of roany;
e made mteccession for e ransgressors,” TTow could she possibly expecl o miz-
acle on Sunday morning”?

When Jesns spesks to Mary Magdalene, He asks che smangest questions, | lave
e language in the Kiag James Vewsion! “ Wiy wecpes! thon? Whom seckess hou? ™
Jesus isn'l askhing Mary these questions For Ths inlormation. He's hopme w pive
her revelation Lo remind her thet He s nsen from the dead jost 83 He said. Jesus s
speakimg tn Mary, but she dacse™s recognize His voiee, She's not exopecting the Lord
10 speak wo ler anyore. So. she duesn’ hear TTim when TTe doss.

TTuw nany times mighl you and | have missed the answers o our pravers he-
causs they didn’t come when, where, ar bow we were expecting, them? Den’t sver
give np hope, Todaw's foxr 10aches vs iU's aever o late [ol Jesus!

Lo Mary’s miad. Jesus s the sardener, the one whao takes care ul the grounds at
lhe cemetery. So she commands kim: “i oo fave moved Jevos dody, el me wheiy
yor g L, And Fwill go gt i meself

Len'Lit Tunny thal we conduct curselves difterently with peeple based on who
we think they ure?

| was talking with one ot my preacher friends the ather evening, and she vwas
telling roc that wehen she meers people in certain semings, they’re very real with her
Tazy letirall hang enr "Then wher they find ant she's a preacher, they want 10 pull
it a1l back w. They slart saving, “Cud is good Tuvedd fo gt clhieceh,” stull like that.
Suy ibis wilh Mary. Supposing Jesus W be Ui gurdener, she conmmands him.

Whenever we make docisions bazed splely upon suppozinions, we ond up with
regerets. Comsnder the deeree of difficnity of Mary ended up having o move 8 dead
hedy by hemself. What siteatinns have you allowed your teelings o g0t vou inta? In
the pasr, my temper kas tasen me farther than intended m 20 a time or twe, Impulse
huying has lett me with more Bills than 've had mooney. Where are your lesliogs
faking vou these Jays®?

Jesus losuws Mary, e knows her sighs clended by hersuppositons. He knows
shie's Laking vrazy and nul thinking surwight. 1075 ime w0 brng her back to reshine 113
time for her tov szap seeng whae she believes. Instead, she needs ta helieve Wie she
15 seeing and hearing,

Aren’n vou glad 1he Lerd drings us back? 1le reveals weatiy 1o us. [ spite ol whiat
wid THIDK o how we leel, the teutht is eventually revealed.
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Mary recognizes Jesus wence He calls her by name, Was o like that tow wou! |
know it was for me. I was raisad i the chuwch. [ kiew the stevies in the Bible. bul
| didn't believe them. They weren'Urezl for me, net inlil the Lovd celled me by my
name, not urtil | eneomntered Chrsst tor myselt, norunol | Hingersd n the presenes
of the Lord, As long as | was going o chureh because my mether mads me, Josus
weitst L guite real w me. 1A'l recoguice [ until lile coused me o weep sod <y
vul W the Lurd ix praver. Then Tie come und Lalked with me.

Jegus calls Marvs name! Tmmediately, she recoprizes Him, She tums e Him
and calls Him "Jeacier.” That's who Josus s, isn't HeY He's 912 One whe teaches
us all path, The eure for all of nue individual blindness is in D2 Word af God. When
we dan’t know swhat ta dn, Josus doss, Whatever prablem yvou’re irving ta saise, take
e the Lord in prayer, 4 voun nger thare, Fle will speak with vou. He will call vou
by wacnie amd uswer vour praver.

Caz [ iy 1o make i platn Tor vou? Talieady wid you about the lemper T used w0
let huve me, One duv, sume years agu. sienething huppened al work. | kud already
made up my mind shout the peraon dat effended me anad the place where | waerked. |
didn’c rfeel apprecisred nr valned, Se, when the oftense accurred, was ready o quir,
My emntions said “Hear don @ herwer fon tecdee: theiy, Soseeck faer O thae Joce aedd beene thiy
oce!™ Little did | knove, ., it was a scoup, [r oarred ou that the ene who etiended
e was envious ol we. She knew [ was getiog o promotos, T dido’l Sowetioes
i enerny can see vur pelential belure vee can Thaak Gud T had secently heard my
pastor preach about wking o prever break belore meking decisions. | really coulén't
altord e quil. so | praved. Vhe Lovd said, *roxn veed nos fanr ohis dattle. Stand s6ill
and foid vour peoce.” It was a httle lawe for me w hold my peace. While | didn’t
smack the waaman with my hand, | had already given hor guite a toagus lashing,
Praise be ta God, [ dido’t say or do apvthing ¢ to aggiavate the situation. The next
day 1 was called into my boss’s oflice. [ was scared.

I expecied o be repritmanded (or v behuvior the dayv belore, Instead. T walked
oul us a Vice President wilh o stenitcant pay ratee and g lareer oMee. My emelions
cdidn’t guite got the bast of me. 'They tonk me tarther than | should have ganc che day
nefore. but Giod s gmee wiped my slate elean! Like Mary, [ was first misguided hy
s emarions, Then rhe Lord bronghs me back and ¢levacd me!

Lo oday’™s text, Mary moves Fom seeing Jesus and net being able wo idencify Him
10 fearae Jesus and ool beine able o discern [is voice. She duestUt know who Jesus
is antid Tle calls Ler by name, To her excitement, she grats Tz and chizes w i, As
distraugh! as she was when she thovgiil e was dewd, she is now that eveneysd be-
cause He hves! At first, Mary Magdulene dicn't &eu:who Jesus was, Sow, she does!
Andd, she has nodesme o leave Higside, But she and Jesus sg7¢ have work o do.

The sheft in the nanative is exeinng! Onee Mary nnderarands thas Jesus is risen,
the dialegne 15 no langer abant His dead bady. Her dark night ot the saul is over.
Though it was dark outside as she stumbled e the tomb, day s now dawning The
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grev clouds 1 Mary’s world e departing, ‘192 s-u-n is rismg 33 she speaks with the
S-URN ol God! Birds begin e chimp us she realizes she's in conversation with the
Risen Savior!

Jesus wsbucts Mary Magdalene Lo preach the gosael. e conunissions her to
Ledl the tweelve men who walked and lalked and ministered seith TTim abouat TTis as-
censian: "o wor bald ox fo wic, for § e net ye ranasiaod to the Father. (o instead
for oy Srohers and el Waan, 8 n relvering oo Farker and 2o Falfee, @0 oav
Crizdd coned v Gad.™ Jesus mukes Mary the cpostle wthe aposiles! Standing where
we stand an the other sice ot Resurreenion Sundsy mnming, we can ook hack and
declate that dak and dreawy day for Mary Magdalene was a *Cod’ Fridep™) We can
celebrute the fact that Gand raised Jesus Trom the dead eerly on Sunday morning! We
can shoue hallehzyah becayze Mary disenvered an empty omb! We can declane with
e aznges that Chwist is Risen! Just as Marv did. we ¢an linger in the peesence of the
Lord until we see what e suid has cone e pass, hear T call us by owr naemes. and
know e plans He has tor us! There’s an essignment with your name en it Yo'l
discover what It i3 il you dage o press vour way ww the prescoce of the Lerd and
linges there votil you see it unlil yee hear . wodil you koow il Tog voursell
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